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DETAILED ACTION 

1. In response to the communication dated 08/26/2008, claims 1, 2, 4-15 and 17 are active 
in this application as the result of the addition of claim 17. 



2. This application claims priority of Japanese patent number 28151 3/2002 filed on 
09/26/2002. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

3. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. 

Regarding claim 2, the claim recites a data management apparatus comprising means 
which lacks the necessary physical articles or objects to constitute a machine or manufacture 
within the meaning of 35 U.S.C 101 . Even the preamble recites "apparatus", a apparatus may be 
explicitly claimed as, for example, as a series of code or instructions for performing functions or 
may be implicitly claimed as, for example, a program or a tool or a logic or a module. Where 
there is no evidence in the specification that a term or phrase, which may be interpreted as 
software, hardware or combinations thereof necessarily, includes hardware, it should be 
interpreted in its broadest reasonable sense as software. Therefore, the claim is non-statutory 
subject matter because they are software per se. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 4-15 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Meek (US 7,092,969), in view of Powell (US 6,385,330). 

Regarding claims 1, 2, 4 and 17, Meek discloses a data management method, a data 
management apparatus, and a computer readable recording medium storing thereon a program, 
for managing original data and derivative data by relating the original data and derivative data, 
the derivative data being generated through editing processing on the original data (See Figs 0-4, 
and columns 9-10), the data management method comprising the steps of: 

• generating first link information for linking the original data and the derivative 
data and editing information (transformation information) representing the content 
of the editing processing on the original data (See col. 6, lines 12-25); 

• attaching the first link information and the first editing information to the first 
derivative data as first accompanying information (tag) thereof (See Abstract, and 
col. 6, lines 12-25 and col. 8, line 62 to col. 9, line 17). 

Meek is silent as to attaching the first link information and the first editing information to the 
original data. Instead Meek teaches updating source image metadata (See col. 10, lines 44-48). 
On the other hand, Powell teaches attaching link and editing information to the original data so 
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that to determining whether the subject is derived from the signed image (See col. 2, lines 48-56, 
Powell et al). However, one having ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that attaching 
the link information and the editing information to both the derivative data and the original data 
as accompany information thereof can be applied to the system of Meek. Meek attaches the link 
information and the editing information to the derivative data so that the original data can be 
found. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to attaching the link information and the editing information to the original 
data so that the derivative data can also found. The motivation would have been to enhance the 
flexibility of Meek system so that both original data and derivative data can be bi-directional 
related to each other. 

Meek is silent as to second derivative data which is generated through editing processing 
on the first derivative data. Powell teaches second derivative data (See col. 6, lines 20-45, 
Powell et al). However, one having ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that generate 
second derivative data through editing the first derivative data can be applied to the system of 
Meek, since Meek generates first derivative data on the original data. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to generated 
second derivative data which is generated through editing processing on the first derivative data 
so that multiple derivative data can be generate from not only the original data but also from 
derivative data. The motivation would have been to enhance the flexibility of Meek system so 
that multiple derivative data can be derived from any derived data. 

Meek is also silent as to generating second link information for linking the first derivative 
data and the second derivative data and second editing information representing the content of 
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the editing processing on the first derivative data; and attaching the second link information and 
the second editing information to the first derivative data and the second derivative data as 
second accompanying information thereof However, these are obvious as addressed above. 

Meek also discloses accompanying information generation means and accompanying 
information attaching means (Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 5, Meek/Powell discloses wherein the first accompanying information is 
inseparably attached to each of the original data and the first derivative data, and the second 
accompanying information is inseparable attached to each of the first derivative and the second 
derivative data as addressed above and col. 6, lines 12-25). 

Regarding claim 6, Meek/Powell discloses the editing processing includes at least one of 
copying for generating the derivative data that have exactly the same content as the original data, 
processing for obtaining the derivative data by modifying the original data (See col. 9, line 55 to 
col. 10, line 14), and image processing on the original data in the case where the original data are 
image data (See col. 9, line 55 to col. 10, line 14). 

Regarding claim 7, Meek/Powell discloses the copying processing includes not only the 
process for sending the original data from a computer having the original data to another 
computer, but also the process for sending the first derivative data from a computer having the 
first derivative data to another computer (See col. 8, line 7, lines 38-40 and 63-65). 
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Regarding claim 8, Meek/Powell discloses wherein the copying processing includes not 
only the process for sending the original data from a computer having the original data (server's 
database 22) to another computer connected to the computer through one of a network and a 
serial connection but also the process for sending the first derivative data from a computer 
having the first derivative data to another computer connected to the computer through one of the 
network and the serial connection (See Fig. 0 and col. 7, lines 55-65). 

Regarding claim 9, Meek/Powell discloses wherein the network includes one of a LAN 
and a WAN such as the Internet (See col. 7, lines 25-28). 

Regarding claim 10, Meek/Powell discloses the first link information is information that 
enables a user to directly or indirectly refer to the original data from the first derivative data and 
to directly or indirectly refer to the first derivative data from the original data, and the second 
link information is information that enables a user to directly or indirectly refer to the first 
derivative data from the second derivative data and to directly or indirectly refer to the second 
derivative data from the first derivative data (see Abstract and col. 9, lines 1-5). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Meek/Powell discloses wherein the link information includes the 
name of the other data, and wherein the link information further includes at least one of a 
location of a location of the other data and a pointer indicating the location thereof (See col. 6, 
lines 15-46). 
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Regarding claim 12, Meek/Powell discloses wherein the pointer is the URL of the 
derivative data in the case where the derivative data are stored in a Web server (See col. 6, lines 
6, lines 26-35). 

Regarding claim 13, Meek/Powell discloses wherein the accompanying information is 
attached to each of the original data and the derivative data by using one of a method of 
describing the accompanying information in header information in each of the original data and 
the derivative data, a method of describing the accompanying information in tag information of 
each of the original data and the derivative data if the original data and the derivative data are 
image data (See col. 6, lines 13- 25) and a method of writing accompanying information 
generated according to an XML in a predetermined area of each of the original data and the 
derivative data. 

Regarding claim 15, Meek/Powell discloses generating third link information for linking 
the original data and said second derivative data and third editing information representing the 
content of the editing processing to generate said second derivative data from the original data, 
and attaching the third link information and the third editing information to the original data and 
said second derivative data as third accompanying information thereof as addressed above in 
claim 1 since generating different derivative data does not change how the generating derivative 
data function. 



Response to Arguments 
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5. Applicant's arguments filed 08/26/2008 have been fully considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Merilyn P Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-4026. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Don 
Wong can be reached on 571-272-1834. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197. 

Merilyn Nguyen 
AU2163 
/don wong/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2163 



